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TWO TOGETHER: ON INDIA-U.S. TIES AND CHINA 
While strengthening its U.S. ties, India must not let this interfere in the dispute with China 

 The India-U.S. Foreign and Defence Ministers meet for the “2+2” mechanism just a week before the 

U.S. elections is proof that bilateral ties between the two countries are on a firm footing. Ostensibly, the 

purpose was to conduct an annual review of ties and to wrap up the Basic Exchange and Cooperation 

Agreement (BECA) for Geo-spatial Cooperation, the last of the three enabling agreements which will facilitate 

easier interoperability between the Indian and American defence forces. Other agreements signed or reviewed 

included those in the areas of health and COVID-19 cooperation, building strategic petroleum reserves in the 

U.S., renewable energy, space, cyberspace, counter-terrorism and counter-narcotics. In the Joint statement 

they issued, the Ministers also called on Pakistan to take “immediate, sustained and irreversible action” 
against cross-border terror groups on its soil, and to bring to justice the perpetrators of the 2008 Mumbai 

attacks, and 2016 Uri and Pathankot strikes. However, the timing and the tenor of the American 

pronouncements prior to the visit made it clear that the larger import of the visit for the Trump administration 

was about dealing with China. In every interaction, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo referred to the 

challenge from Beijing, of the need to build a counter coalition to the “Chinese Communist Party”, and to 

further U.S. Indo-Pacific policy in this regard. In India, he made a reference to the “increasing aggression and 

destabilising activities by China” and mentioned Indian soldiers killed in clashes with the PLA on the LAC in 

June. He is taking the same message to his next stops. In Colombo and Male on Wednesday — he is also 

visiting Indonesia — Mr. Pompeo raised the need to counter and provide alternatives to what he called China’s 

“bad deals, violations of sovereignty and lawlessness on land and sea”. 

 For New Delhi, the visit by the U.S. officials was a way to demonstrate that the bilateral relationship is 

“poll-proof” and will grow regardless of the November 3 election result. The BECA agreement signed is an 

important addition to India’s defence and strategic capabilities, and it is significant that India-U.S. ties have 

been reaffirmed now given that it could take some months for the U.S. administration to restart bilateral 

engagements post-elections. While welcoming their U.S. interlocutors and taking ties forward, however, it is 

significant that the government has chosen not to enter into the comments made by Mr. Pompeo on India’s 

China challenge, in keeping with New Delhi’s stated policy that the LAC tensions are a “bilateral matter”. The 

conspicuous silence from External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in response to Mr. Pompeo’s comments on 

China is also a sobering reminder that while India appreciates support from the U.S., it retains its strategic 

autonomy in dealing with threats and troubles with its biggest neighbour. 

 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 

 ties (noun) – bond, association, relationship. 

 interfere (verb) – handle, meddle, intervene 

(unwantedly). 

 mechanism (noun) – procedure, process, 

method/technique. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

 Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement 

(BECA) for Geo-Spatial cooperation (noun) – 

BECA agreement will allow India to use US 

expertise on geospatial intelligence and to 

enhance military accuracy of automated 

hardware systems and weapons like cruise, 

ballistic missiles and drones. This is the third 

foundational agreement to be signed between 

India and the US after the Logistics Exchange 

Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) and the 

Communications Compatibility and Security 

Agreement (COMCASA) in 2016 and 2018 

respectively. 

http://www.vanik.org/
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 footing (noun) – underpinning, support, basis 

on which something is established. 

 on a firm footing (phrase) – well supported. 

 ostensibly (adverb) – apparently, seemingly, 

supposedly. 

 wrap up (phrasal verb) – complete/conclude 

something. 

 facilitate (verb) – make easy, make possible;  

assist, help/aid. 

 interoperability (noun) – operability of 

(military) equipment together by a group. 

 Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) (noun) – it 

refers to crude oil inventories (or stockpiles) 

held by the government of a particular country, 

as well as private industry, to safeguard the 

economy and help maintain national security 

during an energy crisis. 

 renewable energy (noun) – clean energy, green 

energy; energy generated from the natural 

resources (such as water, wind &solar energy). 

 cyberspace (noun) – it refers to the virtual 

computer world, and more specifically, an 

electronic medium that is used to facilitate 

online communication. 

 counter-terrorism (noun) – anti-terrorism; 

actions taken to combat or prevent terrorism. 

 counter-narcotics (plural noun) – actions taken 

to combat or prevent narcotics. 

 narcotics (noun) – addictive drugs, illegal drugs. 

 sustained (adjective) – continuous, non-stop, 

continuing. 

 irreversible (adjective) – unchangeable, 

invariable, irrevocable. 

 cross-border (adjective) – across  a  border  

between two countries. 

 soil (noun) – territory. 

 bring someone to justice (phrase) – send  

someone to trial for a crime; convict, adjudge, 

declare guilty. 

 perpetrator (noun) – someone who does 

immoral, harmful and illegal activity; offender, 

criminal, wrongdoer/evil-doer, culprit. 

 tenor (noun) – the general content/meaning. 

 make clear (phrase) – explain, clarify, elucidate. 

 import (noun) – implicit/indirect meaning, 

 significance, importance. 

 counter (adjective) – opposing, opposite. 

 coalition (noun) – alliance, union, partnership. 

 Chinese Communist Party (CCP) (noun) – The 

Chinese Communist Party (CCP) is the founding 

and ruling political party of modern China, 

officially known as the People’s Republic of 

China. 

 further (verb) – promote, advance, facilitate, 

assist; expedite, hasten. 

 in this regard (phrase) – in connection with the 

aspect/consideration/point referred earlier. 

 make a reference to (phrase) – to talk about 

briefly. 

 aggression (noun) – hostility, belligerence, 

 combativeness, warmongering, hawkishness. 

 destabilise (verb) – undermine, weaken,  

damage, unsettle, upset. 

 People’s Liberation Army (PLA) (noun) –
 People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is the armed 

forces of the country of China and Communist 

Party of China (CPC). It is one of the largest 

military forces in the world. 

 Line of Actual Control (LAC) (noun) – the de-

facto (effective) border between India and 

China. The LAC is a 4,057-km border running 

through three areas-Western (Ladakh, Ladakh 

(Kashmir)), middle (Uttarakhand, Himachal) and 

eastern (Sikkim, Arunachal). 

 counter (verb) – oppose, resist, tackle, confront. 

 sovereignty (noun) – authority, supreme power, 

jurisdiction. 

 poll-proof (adjective) – designed to resist the 

result of an election. 

 regardless of (phrase) – irrespective of, without 

consideration of, notwithstanding, in spite of. 

 reaffirm (verb) – assert, state, assure again 

strongly. 

 engagement (noun) – participation, taking part, 

involvement. 
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 interlocutor (noun) – a person who takes part in 

a dialogue or conversation. 

 take forward (phrasal verb) – deal with, cope 

with, tackle, address. 

 in keeping with (phrase) – in accordance with, 

in agreement with, in line with/true to. 

 conspicuous (adjective) – clearly visible, 

noticeable, discernible/perceivable. 

 in response to (phrase) – regarding, concerning. 

 sobering (adjective) – serious/sensible, 

thoughtful; logical/realistic, pragmatic. 

 strategic autonomy (noun) – the ability of a 

state (country) to pursue its national interests 

and adopt its preferred foreign policy without 

being constrained in any manner by other 

states. 

 neighbour (noun) – adjacent/bordering country. 

***************************************************************************************** 

 

REAL ESTATE: ON CHANGES TO J&K LAND LAWS 
People’s participation in the political process is a must for J&K to see stability with growth 

 The changes in land laws in Jammu and Kashmir notified by the Centre on October 26 allow the 

purchase of land by those who are not permanent residents of the Union Territory, for the first time. Only 

permanent residents could purchase land in the erstwhile State, which was reorganised as two UTs, J&K and 

Ladakh, in August 2019. One of the arguments against the now nullified special status of J&K was that the 

restrictions on land transfers hampered investments. J&K industrial policy had limited land holding of investors 

to designated enclaves. The changes in land laws were logical steps to follow the end of the special status. 

Some restrictions remain on the transfer of agricultural land for non-agricultural purposes, but this too can be 

cleared by the district collector. The government has said the changes will encourage investment and advance 

peace and progress in J&K. The argument that these changes would help the people of the region might have 

been stronger if these were done in consultation with them. The irony is that in all three regions — Jammu, 

Kashmir and Ladakh — there is strong opposition to opening the land market to non-residents. Political parties 

in J&K too have opposed the changes. 

 Free movement of people, and an integrated national market can advance development but India’s 

governance structure accommodates fears and concerns of local populations in this context in a measured 

manner. There are several States which have provisions to regulate ownership and transfer of land under 

Article 371 of the Constitution. The Centre is expected to announce new land laws for the UT of Ladakh before 

October 30, and it has promised to “safeguard interests of the people” regarding “all issues related to 

language, demography, ethnicity, land and jobs”. The Centre’s approach towards J&K has been marked by a 

lack of trust, which has accentuated the alienation of large sections of the population. Fears of deliberate 

demographic engineering have dominated politics in the Valley for long. After the reorganisation of the State 

and the loss of its special status in 2019, the people of Jammu and Ladakh also turned nervous on this 

question. Desirable as it may be, there is no point forcing a particular path of development upon people. The 

situation is precarious also because of the heavy hand of the state on political and civil society activities in J&K. 

The unilateralism that has come to define New Delhi’s dealings with J&K is achieving little. There is no wisdom 

in pushing through measures aimed to promote investment when the end result is political volatility. The 

Centre’s policy towards J&K must be buttressed by a robust political process that enables people’s 

participation and ensures stability with growth and development. 
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Meanings of Difficult Words: 

 participation (noun) – engagement, 

contribution,  involvement. 

 stability (noun) – steadiness, firmness, 

sureness, secureness, solidity. 

 notify (verb) – announce, declare, 

communicate, publish, report. 

 erstwhile (adjective) – old, previous, former, 

then. 

 nullify (verb) – cancel, invalidate, annul, 

repeal/revoke. 

 hamper (verb) – hinder, obstruct, impede. 

 landholding (noun) – possession of land. 

 designated (adjective) – identified, recognized, 

classified. 

 enclave (noun) – (a portion of) territory; area, 

region. 

 advance (verb) – promote, support, further, 

forward. 

 irony (noun) – paradox, incongruity, peculiarity; 

contradiction, a strange/funny situation where 

things are happening the other way around 

(than expected). 

 accommodate (verb) – adjust, adapt, attune, 

assimilate, come to accept. 

 context (noun) – circumstances, conditions, 

situation. 

 measured (adjective) – thoughtful, careful, 

considered. 

 provision (noun) – term, clause, requirement/ 

condition. 

 regulate (verb) – supervise, oversee, 

administer,  keep an eye on. 

 safeguard (verb) – protect, shield, shelter, 

defend. 

 demography (noun) – the structure of 

populations, especially human beings. 

 ethnicity (noun) – a category of people who 

identify with each other based on common 

language, ancestral, social, cultural, or national 

experiences. 

 lack of (noun) – absence, deficiency, scarcity, 

dearth. 

 mark (verb) – indicate, represent, signify. 

 accentuate (verb) – highlight, underline, focus 

attention on. 

 alienation (noun) – isolation, detachment, 

estrangement/separation. 

 deliberate (adjective) – intentional, planned, 

conscious, purposeful. 

 demographic (adjective) – the statistical 

study/structure of populations, especially 

human beings. 

 engineering (noun) – organization, planning, 

management. 

 dominate (verb) – control, influence, command. 

 Valley (noun) – a low area between hills or 

mountains typically with a river running through 

it. Valley is a metonym of Jammu & Kashmir in 

this context (Metonym is used as an alternative 

for something else with which it is closely 

related/associated). 

 precarious (adjective) – risky, dangerous, 

unsafe; hazardous, perilous, unreliable. 

 heavy hand (noun) – oppression,  suppression,  

repression. 

 unilateralism (noun) – a method of taking 

decisions (particularly on international 

relations) by a state (country) individually 

without considering other states (countries). 

 wisdom (noun) – understanding, common 

sense, insight/foresight, judgement/ 

discernment. 

 push through (phrasal verb) – succeed in 

passing a law accepted by the people who 

oppose it. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 volatility (noun) – fluctuation, inconsistency, 

unpredictability. 

 buttress (verb) – support, strengthen, reinforce, 

fortify. 

 robust (adjective) – strong, powerful. 
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